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URBAN VERSUS RURAL

 Urban Versus Rural

In SCORH's Rural Health Action 
Plan, rural communities were 
defined based on the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s 2010 
Rural-Urban Commuting Area, or 
RUCA codes (Figure 1.3). The RUCA 

codes categorized United States 
census tracts using measures of 
population density, urbanization, 
and daily commuting.1 Based on this 
definition, rural counties in the state 
had a total population of 1,317,037 
and urban counties had a total 
population of 3,579,109.



URBAN
RURAL

RUCA Code 2010

Urban vs. Rural 
by Census Tracts

Source: US Census

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Note: 1-year estimates.
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3,161,469 non-Hispanic White
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Two or More Races
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non-Hispanic Other
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94,440

75,511
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12,827

2,179

272,791

Racial/Ethnic Breakdown of South Carolina Population
FIGURE 1.4

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Note: 1-year estimates.

South Carolina Hispanic/Latino Origin, by Nationality
FIGURE 1.5
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Race/Ethnicity

The three largest racial/ethnic 
groups in South Carolina during 
2016 were non-Hispanic Whites 
(3.1 million residents, 63.7%), 
non-Hispanic Blacks (1.3 million 
residents, 27.0%), and Hispanic/
Latinos (272,791 residents, 5.5%; 
Figure 1.4).

Of the 272,791 Hispanic/Latino 
residents of South Carolina during 
2016, 55.3% were of Mexican origin 
(Figure 1.5). Hispanic/Latinos from 
Puerto Rico comprised 12.0%, 
followed by Guatemala (5.2%), 
Colombia (5.0%), and Honduras 
(4.6%). South Carolina residents 
from other Spanish speaking 
countries made up 10.6% of the 
Hispanic/Latino population. 

RACE /E T H NIC ITY



Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, in 2016 inflation-adjusted dollars, adults 25+.

Source: SC DE Office of Research and Data Analysis.
Note: Based on academic school year, four-year public high school 
cohort graduation rates.
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Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months, by Education
FIGURE 1.7

High School Graduation
FIGURE 1.6
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EDUCATION

Education

From 2002 to 2017, the percentage 
of South Carolina students who 
graduated from high school 
increased from 77.3% in 2002 to 
84.6% in 2017 (Figure 1.6). In 2017, 
the South Carolina graduation 
rate was the highest it has been in 
17 years.

In 2016, there was a higher percent 
of adults in South Carolina who 
did not graduate from high school, 
compared to the United States 
(Table 1.1). South Carolina did 
have a higher percent of adults 
graduating from high school, or 
the equivalent combined, (29.0%), 
attending some college (21.0%), 
or earning an Associate’s degree 

Educational Attainment Among Adults

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Notes: 1-year estimates, adults 25+.

TABLE 1.1

Did Not Graduate High School

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency)
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Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, in 2016 inflation-adjusted dollars, adults 25+.

Source: SC DE Office of Research and Data Analysis.
Note: Based on academic school year, four-year public high school 
cohort graduation rates.
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E DUC ATION

(9.4%), compared to the United 
States. South Carolina had lower 
percentages of adults earning a 
Bachelor’s degree (17.4%), and a 
Master’s or Graduate degree (9.8%), 
compared to the United States.

The median income for individuals 
varied based on the level of 
education obtained (Figure 1.7). As 
the level of education increased so 
did the median earnings. This trend 
was seen in both South Carolina and 
the United States. However, United 
States had higher median earnings 
for all levels of education. Individuals 
with a bachelor’s degree in South 
Carolina had median earnings of 
$46,083, compared to $51,676 for 
the United States. 



FIGURE 1.8
Median Household Income

Source: US Census Bureau ACS. 
Note: 1-year estimates
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Median Income

The median household income for 
both South Carolina and the United 
States steadily increased from 2010 
to 2016 (Figure 1.8). The median 
household income in South Carolina 
rose 17.8%, from $42,018 in 2010 
to $49,501 in 2016. In 2016, the 
median household income for South 
Carolina was less than the median 
household income for the United 
States ($57,617). 



FIGURE 1.8
Median Household Income

Source: US Census Bureau ACS. 
Note: 1-year estimates
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POVERTY

Poverty Status

In South Carolina during 2016, 
735,960 (15.3%) of individuals lived 
below the federal poverty level 
(Table 1.2). The Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL) is a measure of income 
issued each year by the United 
States Department of Health and 
Human Services, and is used to 
determine eligibility for certain 
programs and benefits.2 The 2018 

FPL for individuals is $12,140, 
while the FPL for a family of four 
is $25,100. South Carolina had a 
higher percent of the population 
living below the federal poverty 
level compared to the United 
States (14.0%). More than one third 
of South Carolinians lived under 
200% of the federal poverty level 
(35.4%). This is higher than the 
percent of United States residents 
who lived below the 200% poverty 
level (31.8%). 

Poverty Level Distribution

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Note: 1-year estimates.

TABLE 1.2
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14.0%
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South Carolina

United States

South Carolina

United States

South Carolina
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68.6% Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. 
Notes: 1-year estimates, individuals 15+

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Note: 1-year estimates, data is based on owner-occupied units with a 
mortgage and includes the sum of payments for mortgages, deeds of trust, 
contracts to purchase, or similar debts on the property; real estate taxes; 
fire, hazard, and flood insurance on the property; utilities; and fuels.

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Note: 5-year estimates.
Note: 5-year estimates.
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FIGURE 1.12
Marital Status

FIGURE 1.11
Selected Monthly Owner Costs

FIGURE 1.9
Housing, by Year of Construction

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. 
Note: 5-year estimates.

FIGURE 1.10
Occupied Housing, by Occupant Type
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Housing

In 2016, the breakdown by year 
of construction of South Carolina 
houses: 26.1% built in the year 2000 
or later, 35.4% built between 1980 
and 1999, 31.3% built between 1950 
and 1979, and 7.2% built before 
1950 (Figure 1.9).

In South Carolina during 2016, 68.6% 
of homes were owner-occupied, 
while 31.4% were renter-occupied 
(Figure 1.10). 

In 2016, the median rent was 
$841. The highest median rent was 
seen in Beaufort county at $1,170 
(data not shown).

In 2016, most South Carolinians 
who owned a home paid between 
$1,000-$1,499 (35.4%) or $500-$999 
(32.33%) on monthly owner costs 
(Figure 1.11). Selected monthly 
owner costs were calculated from 
the sum of payment for mortgages, 
real estate taxes, various insurances, 
utilities, fuels, mobile home 
costs, and condominium fees. 
The median South Carolina home 
owner spent $1,182 on selected 
monthly owner costs. 



68.6% Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. 
Notes: 1-year estimates, individuals 15+

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Note: 1-year estimates, data is based on owner-occupied units with a 
mortgage and includes the sum of payments for mortgages, deeds of trust, 
contracts to purchase, or similar debts on the property; real estate taxes; 
fire, hazard, and flood insurance on the property; utilities; and fuels.

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016. Note: 5-year estimates.
Note: 5-year estimates.
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Marital Status

In 2016, most South Carolina 
residents, 15 years old and older, were 
married (46.2%); 32.7% of residents 
had never been married; 11.1% were 
divorced; 7.0% were widowed; and 
3.0% were separated (Figure 1.12). 

The median age of South Carolina 
residents at first marriage was 29.9 
years for males, and 28.4 years for 
females (data not shown).



Foreign-Born Native-Born

FIGURE 1.13
Foreign-Born versus Native-Born

FIGURE 1.14
Type of Disability

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, individuals may 
have more than one type of disability.

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
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FOREIGN-BORN VERSUS NATIVE-BORN

Foreign-Born Versus 
Native-Born

In 2016, of South Carolina’s 
population, 4,723,155 (95%) were 
native residents while 237,964 
(5%) were foreign-born residents 
(Figure 1.13). 



Foreign-Born Native-Born

FIGURE 1.13
Foreign-Born versus Native-Born

FIGURE 1.14
Type of Disability

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, individuals may 
have more than one type of disability.

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
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Language Spoken at 
Home

In 2016, the most common language 
spoken at home was English (93.2%; 
Table 1.3). Of the 6.8% that spoke 
another language, Spanish (4.4%) was 
the most common, followed by other 
Indo-European at 1.2%.

Disability Status

In South Carolina in 2016, 15.2% of 
noninstitutionalized individuals had 
some form of a disability. 

Among noninstitutionalized individuals 
in South Carolina, having ambulatory 
difficulty (8.7%) was the most common 
form of disability (Figure 1.14). 
Ambulatory difficulty occurs when 
an individual has trouble walking 
or climbing stairs. Having difficulty 
with independent living (6.6%), and 
cognitive difficulty (5.9%) rounded 
out the top three conditions cited 
by disabled residents. Difficulty with 
independent living occurs when an 
individual has trouble performing 
errands (i.e. going to the doctor). 
Individuals could have more than 
one disability. 

DI S ABILITY



War of Service
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Veteran Status

FIGURE 1.16 

Period of Service Among Veterans
Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, 18+.

Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, adults 18+.

9.6%

90.4%

20.2%

23.7%

37.9%

7.4%

2.6%

46 SOUTH CAROLINA STATE HEALT H  A SS E SS ME NT

D
em

og
ra

ph
ic

s
VETERAN STATUS

Veteran Status

In 2016, 9.6% (367,504) of South Carolina  
adults were veterans (Figure 1.15).

Of the 367,504 veterans in South 
Carolina, 43.9% served since the 
Gulf War (August 1990 to present) 
(Figure 1.16). Over one third of 
South Carolina veterans served 
during the Vietnam Era (37.9%), 
while 7.4% served during the Korean 
War, and 2.6% during World War II. 
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Source: US Census Bureau ACS, 2016.
Notes: 1-year estimates, adults 18+.
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